
FALL 2020Educating students so that they value learning, are socially responsible,  
and are prepared to lead productive and successful lives.

WELCOME to the ALL NEW MASD 
Elementary School Newsletter! This 
seasonal publication will be emailed to 
households to provide parents/guardians 
with important reminders and 
announcements. All MASD newsletters 
can also be viewed on raiderweb.org on 
the “For Parents” page. 

OFFICE STAFF 

Fink Phone: 717-948-3370 
Fink Fax: 717-948-3409 
Principal: Marie Drazenovich 
mdrazenovich@raiderweb.org 
Secretary: Dana Handley 
dhandley@raiderweb.org 

Kunkel Phone: 717-939-6862 
Kunkel Fax: 717-939-3487 
Principal: Dr. Dan Borrelli 
dborrelli@raiderweb.org 
Secretary: Kristen Rios 
krios@raiderweb.org 

Reid Phone: 717-948-3360 
Reid Fax: 717-702-1219 
Principal: Trevor Saylor 
tsaylor@raiderweb.org 
Secretary: Sue Goss 
sgoss@raiderweb.org 
 
EMERGENCY CONTACTS 

Please notify the school office with all 
contact information changes - phone 
numbers, address and ANY changes in 
custody arrangement. If you move to a 
new address in the District please provide 
a new primary proof of residence to the 
office immediately. If you have a new 
custody order, please submit a copy to 
the office. This is for the protection of 
your child!

OCT 16-29 
OCT 16-30   

NOV 2 

NOV 3 

NOV 9-22  
 

NOV 25-30

Kunkel Virtual Book Fair 
Reid Virtual Book Fair 

EARLY DISMISSAL 
Fink & Reid - 11:25 a.m. 
Kunkel - 11:55 a.m. 
Virtual Parent/Teacher Conferences in PM 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS - Election Day 
Virtual Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Fink Virtual Book Fair 

NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Recess

One way for a partnership to be built between school and home is 
parent’s participation in Parent Teacher Conferences. Attending 

your children’s conferences lets your children know that you value 
their education. All conferences will be held virtually. Teachers will 

contact parents to schedule their conferences and provide 
information about how to connect remotely. 

Monday, November 2 - AFTERNOON ONLY 
Tuesday, November 3 - ALL DAY

Raider News From

FINK   KUNKEL   REID

SCHOOL CALENDAR

VIRTUAL PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES



How Our Teachers are Rockin’ the New Normal

What do you miss most about not seeing all your students each day? 
I miss seeing how tall all of my students have grown since the spring. 
I miss being able to greet them face to face each day. 
I miss high-fiving my students. 
I miss interac;ng with students on a more personal and individual level 
which you can only achieve through in-person contact.  
I miss seeing all of their faces light up when they finally get a concept.  
I miss their HUGS and SMILES!!!!

What has surprised you most about this “new normal”? 
I’ve been surprised at the willingness and ability of my students to adapt to the digital classroom. They 
have shown a lot of grace and pa;ence to their teachers as we moved into a variety of digital plaForms. 
There have definitely been a lot of bumps and detours as we implement a new way of teaching however, 
the students have made it enjoyable with their eagerness to navigate this new adventure.

How are students adap:ng to wearing face coverings?  
My students have been rock stars with wearing face 
coverings. They are a great example to older genera;ons 
that we just do what needs to be done in order to keep 
each other safe so schools can stay open. 
When we have a mask break, my 2nd graders don’t even 
remove their masks! Kids are resilient! 
I have to tell some kids to stop ea;ng their masks. 
I thought I was going to be spending all my ;me enforcing 
mask wearing. It hasn’t even been an issue!

Mrs. Woodworth’s art station looks more like a space station!

Ms. Herlocher is wired up for a workout with her remote and in-person students.

Three remote students participate in Mrs. O’Donnell’s math lesson.

An iPad captures Mrs. Checco in action so her remote students can drum along.

With one month of the school year behind us, we decided to check in with 
our elementary teachers to find out how teaching “COVID-style” is going. In 
addiBon to the many hats they already wear in their roles as teachers, this 
year they have to also be technology specialists and master mulB-taskers. 
They need to know which students are supposed to be at school and which 
ones are connecBng remotely, which changes each day. They have to post 
materials digitally in addiBon to prinBng materials for their in-person 
students. They have to manage a remote classroom and a brick-and-mortar 
classroom simultaneously. In other words, they have to be magicians! 

So to find out what is really going inside our elementary schools we went 
right to the source and asked Fink, Kunkel and Reid teachers a few quesBons 
about teaching in a COVID world. 



“The students have done an 
amazing job of showing pa;ence 
and flexibility. Especially at the 
very start to the year, they were 
incredibly pa;ent as we seQled 
into our new normal.”  

 Laura Ribec 
 Grade 5

“There is nowhere else 
I would rather be than 
teaching at MASD, whether 
in-person or digitally. The 
students here are 
simply the best!” 

           Janelle Brojakowski 
           Grade 5

“I will admit that I was very 
nervous about coming back to 
school and I was very 
nega;ve. I am very surprised 
with how well the students are 
adap;ng to wearing masks 
and not being allowed to play 
on the equipment at recess or 
even play close together. I love 
my job – no maQer what!” 

 Michele Reiber 
 Kindergarten

What opportuni:es do your remote students have 
to interact with your in-person students? 

I only have one student who is learning from home. 
We include her as much as possible just like she was 
here with us. We make sure we say good morning to 
her and goodbye at the end of the day.  
A favorite tool that I have u;lized is the break-out 
rooms in Zoom. It allows everyone to feel like they are 
a part of the group and the students LOVE it!   
At the end of the day the class waves bye to our 
remote friends and I move the camera around like 
crazy! It’s a fun way to end the day!

Have you had any laughable moments? 
I had been teaching from home due to medical reasons. My internet 
connec;on was intermiQent so once I was booted off of my own Zoom 
mee;ng. When I reconnected and rejoined the classroom, my 
students were calmly wai;ng for me to rejoin. They were chill as could 
be. These kids can handle anything! 
I had a remote student yell for her mom as loud as she could that she 
was hungry and wanted pancakes! 
During one of my very first Zoom sessions back in the spring, Zoom 
kicked me out of my own mee;ng. I didn't realize that the mee;ng 
would s;ll con;nue without me. My resourceful students decided to 
run the class all by themselves. They implemented our math content 
by showing everyone the square footage of their houses via house 
tours, and they prac;ced mul;plica;on facts while jumping on various 
trampolines! Needless to say, I was very surprised when I rejoined the 
mee;ng and EVERYONE was s;ll there and the mee;ng had 
con;nued. Lesson learned - I always join every Zoom mee;ng now 
with two devices!

“Focus on what is the most 
important and don’t give other 
things priority ;me. When faced 
with large obstacles, break it into 
chunks and tackle one at a ;me. 
Remember, we can do hard things.” 

         Vicky Nguyen 
         English Language Learners 



REPORTING YOUR CHILD’S ABSENCE 
If your child is staying home from school, please email your school secretary or your child’s 
teacher on the morning of the absence providing the reason for the absence. Sending an 
email will… 

• serve as your written excuse note 
• prevent a note from getting lost between home and school 
• prevent you from receiving a phone call informing you your child is absent 
 
If an excuse note or email is not received within three (3) days, the absence will be marked illegal and 
unexcused. A doctor’s note is required for extended absences or may be requested at the discretion of the 
building principal.  

If a student needs to be absent from school for part of the day for an appointment, a written note from a parent/
guardian must be handed in to the office for prior approval. When leaving school for the appointment, students must 
stop in the office to check out. Upon return from an appointment, students are to check back in at the school office. 

All attendance correspondence should be directed to your school secretary. Your secretary's email address is listed 
on the front page of this newsletter.

The United States Department of Agriculture has extended a waiver 
which allows free breakfast and lunch to be provided to school 
students through December 31, 2020. Middletown Area School 

District is offering a FREE breakfast and a FREE lunch to all students 
on each instructional day of school. The free meal must be a 

complete meal and will not include à la carte items nor the purchase 
of an individual drink for those who bring their own lunch.  

Please note that participation in this program is optional. Students 
who choose to pack their lunch will still be permitted to do so.  

This service will include meals served while students are in school as 
well as “To Go” meals offered for remote learners. If you would like 
to have your child receive “To Go” meals and you have not signed 

up for the program, please contact Tony Colemire by email at 
tcolemire@raiderweb.org. 

FREE/REDUCED MEAL APPLICATIONS 
It is important that eligible families continue to complete their free/
reduced meal applications for the 2020-21 school year so that your 
student does not have a lapse in benefits once this waiver ends on 

December 31, 2020. You may complete that process HERE.

MEDICATIONS 
A completed Student Medication Card must 
be on file with the school nurse in order to 
administer any type of medication to your 

child. Student medication cards are available 
in the nurse's office or on The Parent Center at 

raiderweb.org. 

PARENTS OF KINDERGARTNERS 
Please return completed immunization 

records, and physical and dental examination 
forms. Physical examinations will be 

conducted this fall by the District physician, 
Dr. Jayson Loeffert. These exams are for 

students who have not returned 
documentation of a private physical 

examination. This is a state-required exam for 
all students entering school for the first time. 

Kindergarten Physicals 
Kunkel - October 20 
Reid - October 27 

Fink physicals were held in September prior 
to the release of this publication. 

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN 
It is recommended that kindergarten and first 
grade students keep a change of clothing in 
their backpacks for any unexpected mishaps. 

NURSE NOTES

SCHOOL VISITORS 
Due to COVID-19 

restrictions, all visitors must 
complete a temperature 

screening and wear a face 
covering upon entering all 

MASD buildings.

mailto:tcolemire@raiderweb.org?subject=To%20Go%20Meals
https://www.schoolcafe.com/


ONE-HOUR DELAYS 
 When there is a one-hour delay, 

school will begin one hour later than 
the normal start time and buses will 
arrive at bus stops one hour later 

than their normal arrival time. 
Breakfast will be served. School will 

dismiss at normal dismissal times.

TWO-HOUR DELAYS 
When there is a two-hour delay, school 

will begin two hours later than the 
normal start time and buses will arrive at 

bus stops two hours later than their 
normal arrival times. Breakfast WILL 

NOT be served. School will dismiss at 
normal dismissal times. 

AS WINTER APPROACHES

WEATHER DELAYS & CLOSINGS 
Announcements concerning school closings, delayed openings or early dismissals are communicated in the 
following ways: raiderweb.org, through SchoolMessenger based on parent’s preferred contact method, 

Facebook, Twitter and on local radio and television outlets. If parents/guardians are unable to be home at 
the time of an early dismissal, prior arrangements must be made with family, friends or neighbors for the 

care of young children. Bus riders will be taken to their regular designated bus stops. A parent or 
authorized designee must be present at the bus stop before a kindergarten student is released from the 

school bus. The after-school programs will continue to operate in the event of an early dismissal, but 
parents are asked to pick up their children within two hours after students are dismissed. 

Recess will be held outside whenever possible. 
Students should be prepared to play outside for short 
periods of time. Gloves, hats, and hoods are strongly 
recommended. A child with a minor cold may remain 
inside one day with a note from home. A doctor’s 
note is required to exclude a child from recess for an 
extended period of time.

Please update your contact information and 
notification preferences in SchoolMessenger so 

we have your accurate contact information. 
SchoolMessenger is used for District-wide 
communications such as announcements, 

school closings/delays due to inclement weather 
and emergency notifications. 

SchoolMessenger is located in your 
PowerSchool Parent Portal.

CONTACT YOUR PTO PRESIDENT 
FOR MEETING INFORMATION  

FINK - Jessica Wheeler, finkelementarypto@gmail.com 
KUNKEL - Becky Hershberger, crhcrazy13@gmail.com 
REID - Sue Gibson, suegibson3310@gmail.com 

VIRTUAL BOOK FAIRS 
Kunkel - Oct. 16-29 
Reid - Oct. 16-30 
Fink - Nov. 9-22 

The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs or employment practices as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. The following persons are responsible for coordination of the District’s efforts to meet its obligations with regard to non-discrimination: Section 504 
Coordinator - Mrs. Krystal L. Palmer, Director of Special Education; Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator - Ms. Heidi L. Zula, Director of Human Resources; Title VI and 
Title IX Coordinator - Dr. Lori A. Suski, Superintendent of Schools. 
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